
Blackbird Shawl

Carolyn Sawyer

Simple colorwork lace shawl

Supplies

• Size 10 knitting needles

• 3x 50g balls of sock yarn (690 yards) in main color

• 1 ball or partial ball of sock (or sport- or lace-weight) yarn in contrast color

Gauge and size

21 stitches and 22 rows in stockinette makes 4 inches square, unblocked. The final, blocked
size of my 31-section (3 skein) shawl is roughly 57” along the upper edge and 18” long.

Techniques and difficulty

This pattern uses a simple lace pattern, so requires familiarity with yarn over (yo), knit two
together (k2tog), and slip-slip-knit (ssk).
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Instructions

Definitions and Shorthand

For convenience, I will define a motif of 10 stitches which makes up the bulk of the right-side
pattern. This motif is: knit 3, yo, k2tog, ssk, yo, knit 3.

Slip stitches for short rows: the pattern calls for short rows to make a wedge shape, to
make the shawl wider at the bottom than at the top. Since it’s a lace pattern anyway, I’m
not too concerned about doing short rows correctly to avoid holes, so just turn the work right
over and begin the next row as if you were at the end of a row. Since the wedges are pretty
shallow, there need to be a number of slipped stitches at the beginning of each wrong-side
row; in fact, there are nine. This creates a long float if you do the slipped stitches normally,
so I brought the yarn back and forth, in front of the needles for the first stitch, behind them
for the second, and so on.

Color management: because of the short row construction, the color not in use does not
have to be carried along while working with the other color, for the most part; just switch
yarns, and you will pick up the other color on the next row on the same stitch. You do have
to carry the contrast-color yarn from section to section, which I will leave to you to decide
whether to catch it in the yarn as you work or cut it and tie it in for each wedge.

Pattern

Note: each step is a new row; turn work between each step.

1. Cast on 81 stitches in the main color.

2. Repeat the lace motif (knit 3, yo, k2tog, ssk, yo, knit 3) eight times; knit one to finish
the row.

3. Purl all the way back.

4. Knit 5. Motif 7 times. Knit 6.

5. Purl back.

6. Repeat steps 2-5 once more.

7. Motif 5 times. Knit 22, leaving 9 stitches on the other needle.

8. Slip 9 stitches. Purl to end of row (63 stitches).

9. Knit 5. Motif 4 times. Knit 9, leaving 27 stitches on the other needle.

10. Slip 9 stitches. Purl to end of row (45 stitches).

11. Knit 3, yo, k2tog. Switch yarns to contrast color. Complete the motif by: ssk, yo, knit
3. Knit 26, leaving 45 stitches on the other needle.

12. Slip 9 stitches. Purl 22 stitches. Switch back to main color. Purl remaining 5 stitches.

13. Knit 5. Switch to contrast color. Knit 13, for a total of 18 knit stitches.

14. Slip 9 stitches. Purl 4 stitches, switch back to main color, and purl remaining 5 stitches.

15. Repeat from step 2 to step 14 until you are out of yarn, or have made roughly 30
repeats, or until you like the length of the shawl. Finish on step 6.

16. Cast off, weave in ends, and block shawl to finish. Wear and enjoy!
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