
Honeycomb mitts and hat

Carolyn Sawyer

Super-warm mitts and beanie hat with built-in colorwork

Supplies

• 1 double-ended Tunisian crochet hook, size H

• 1 size G crochet hook, any type

• 230 yards sock-weight yarn in a solid color, ‘yarn A’

• 230 yards sock-weight yarn in a contrasting color or multi, ‘yarn B’

I used Premier Yarns/ Deborah Norville “Serenity sock” yarn in purple (A) and teal tease
(B) colorways, one full skein each.

Gauge

Tunisian stretches a fair bit, so gauge is not critical, but make sure 36st in Tunisian honey-
comb will give you a comfortable wrist measurement—typically 6-10”. To size up or down
the mitts pattern or change yarn/hook size, take N as the number of honeycomb stitches
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needed to give a comfortable wrist measurement; cast on 4N/3 stitches; work a decrease
every row until you have N stitches; work 4 rows even or roughly an inch; increase every
second row until you reach the desired length. To size up or down the hat pattern, take
N as the number of honeycomb stitches needed to give a comfortable head circumference
measurement rounded to the nearest 8 less one; change the number of increasing rows as
needed to achieve that N, maintaining roughly the same ratio of rows increasing every row,
increasing every second row, and increasing every third row.

Techniques and difficulty

This is probably an intermediate-level pattern; you need to know how to work Tunisian simple
stitch (TSS), purl stitch (TPS), and Tunisian increases, all in the round (spiral rounds). I will
go through the magic loop technique, but it helps to be familiar with this from non-Tunisian
projects. You will also need ordinary crochet chains, dc, sc, and slip stitch (US terminology).
It helps to have done a swatch of Tunisian honeycomb stitch, which simply alternates TSS
and TPS within a row and alternates rows between starting with TSS and starting with TPS,
to get a sense of how this pattern comes together.

Working Tunisian in the round is not actually hard—you need a double-ended hook and
two separate working yarns, which for this project will be the different colors—but it can be
distracting, as you simply cannot work a full round at once. I recommend pulling up loops
for about half a round at a time, then working the back chain on those until you have 5 or
7 loops left on the hook, then pulling up the rest of the round’s loops, working their back
chains to the last 5-7 loops, and starting the next round. Be careful not to pull the last
couple of chains too tight while you are pulling up the next batch of loops; I recommend
pulling the last chain super loose and then tightening it up only when you start the next
batch of chains.

In the mitts, every round should start with a TSS; this creates an ‘inkline’ along the
length of the mitt which is an arguable design choice but makes it a lot easier to keep track
of where the decreases and increases go. If you prefer, feel free to omit this line. Speaking
of increases and decreases, I put all of mine on the ends of rows just before the inkline; if I
had to make them again I would either alternate before and after the inkline to make the
inkline straight, or I’d make one mitt as instructed below and the other with all the inc/dec
just after the inkline so the mitts would mirror each other.

Instructions

Mitts

1. Tie the ends of the two yarns together. Chain 48 in yarn A. Slip stitch into the first
chain, forming a round, being careful not to twist the chain.

2. Work the first round in TSS, pulling up loops in yarn A with one end of the hook and
making the back chains in yarn B with the other end of the hook.

3. TSS. Alternate TSS and TPS for the rest of the round until the last two stitches.
Decrease by working a TSS through the next two posts together.

4. Repeat row 3, 11 more times until you have a total of 36 stitches in a round.

5. TSS and work the remainder of the round in honeycomb.
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6. Repeat row 5, 3 more times.

7. TSS and work the remainder of the row in honeycomb. Increase by pulling up a loop
from the back chain between the last stitch and the first of the next round.

8. TSS and work the remainder of the round in honeycomb.

9. Repeat rows 7 and 8, 19 more times, for a total of 20 increases on alternating rows
leading to 56 total stitches (or work to desired length).

10. TSS and work the remainder of the round in honeycomb.

11. Repeat row 10, 3 more times.

12. Finish by chaining all the way to the last post, ending with one loop on your hook in
yarn B. Switch to a G hook. With yarn A, make ordinary single crochet stitches in the
TSS/TPS posts all the way around except the last three posts. Slip stitch in the last
three posts and the first sc. Tie off both yarns and weave in ends.

13. Make the second mitt as you did the first.

Hat

1. Tie the ends of the two yarns together.

2. Magic loop: holding yarn A in your off-hand, make a loop in the yarn as shown in the
first photo below. The knot between yarns A and B should sit at the crossover of the
loop and the loop should be in yarn B. Working in yarn A, pull up a chain through the
loop, pull up a second chain through the first, and keep this loop on the hook. (Yo,
insert the hook through the magic loop, pull up a loop, yo and pull through two loops)
15 times, putting 16 total loops on the hook as in Tunisian double crochet.

3. Pull on the yarn B tail to tighten up the loop, then work the chain backs in yarn B
through the 16 loops on the hook.

4. (TSS, Tunisian increase by pulling up a loop from the chain back, TSS) eight times for
the second round.

5. (3 TSS, increase) eight times.

6. (TSS, increase, 3 TSS) eight times: 32 total stitches.

7. Work even in TSS.
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8. (3 TSS, increase, 2 TSS) eight times.

9. Work even in TSS.

10. (5 TSS, increase, TSS) eight times.

11. Work even in TSS.

12. (7 TSS, increase) eight times: 64 total stitches.

13. Work even in TSS.

14. (TSS, increase, 7 TSS) eight times.

15. Work even in TSS.

16. (4 TSS, increase, 5 TSS) eight times.

17. Work even in TSS.

18. (7 TSS, increase, 3 TSS) eight times.

19. Work even in TSS.

20. (10 TSS, increase, 1 TSS) eight times: 96 total stitches.

21. Work next two rows even in TSS.

22. (3 TSS, increase, 9 TSS) eight times.

23. Work next two rows even in TSS.

24. (6 TSS, increase, 7 TSS) eight times.

25. Work next two rows even in TSS.

26. (9 TSS, increase, 5 TSS) seven times: 119 total stitches, ending 14st before the end of
the round.

27. Work even in Tunisian honeycomb (alternate TSS/TPS) in spirals until hat is desired
length (mine has 18 rounds of honeycomb). Because the current stitch count is an
odd number, spiraling in honeycomb should Just Work, i.e. you should not have any
awkward double TSS’s needed to maintain the pattern.

28. Finish by chaining all the way to the last post, ending with one loop on your hook in
yarn B. Switch to a G hook. With yarn B, make ordinary single crochet stitches in
the TSS/TPS posts all the way around except the last three posts. Slip stitch in the
next post, decrease (to get a stitch count that is even but not divisible by 4) by slip
stitching the last two posts together, and slip stitch in the first sc.

29. Optional shell border: Working in the back loops of the sc/slip stitches only, and still
on the G hook, (skip next stitch, 5dc in next stitch, skip next stitch, slip stitch in next
stitch) around.

30. Skip the next slip stitch, (4dc in next slip stitch, skip 2 dc, slip in next dc, skip 2 dc,
4dc in next slip stitch) around. End on a slip stitch, tie off and weave in ends.
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Hat:
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